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SUB J : CHERIF BELKACEM EASED OUT 

1. DECREE DATED JULY 4 IN MOST RECENT JOURNAL OFFICIEL 
CONFIRMS RECENT SPECULATION AND PRESS REPORTS THAT CHERIF 
BELKACEM HAS LOST HIS POSITION AS MINISTER OF STATE, 

THUS MARKING HIS OFFICIAL FALL FROM GRACE. 

2. BELKACEM HAS BEEN FADING FROM LIMELIGHT SINCE 
JUNE 1974 AND DECREE FORMALIZES HIS DEFACTO EXPULSION 
FROM GOVERNMENT RESPONSIBILITIES SINCE THAT TIME. WE 
NOT ABSOLUTELY CLEAR AS TO REASONS BEHIND DISAGREEMENT 
BETWEEN HIM AND BOUMEDIENE WHICH BROUGHT ABOUT HIS 
DOWNFALL. IT VARIOUSLY REPORTED TO BE DISAGREEMENT OVER 
BOUMEDIENE'S INCREASING ONE-MAN RULE, OVER LAND REFORM 
PROGRAM, OVER BELKACEM’S FLAMBOYANT LIFE-STYLE, OVER 
RENOVATION OF FLN, AND OVER BACKGROUND OF BOUMEDIENE'S 
WIFE WHO REPORTEDLY ONCE BELKACEM S MISTRESS. 

3. WHATEVER CAUSE, AND DESPITE OCCASIONAL REPORTS OF 
RECONCILIATION BETWEEN TWO AND OF PLANS FOR BELKACEM 
TO ASSUME NEW SUBSTANTIVE FUNCTIONS IN OFT-RUMORED 
GOVERNMENT SHAKEUP, BELKACEM NOW APPEARS TO BE ON 
SHELF, LAST HEARD OF IN FRANCE. MOST OBSERVERS BELIEVE 
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TO MURDER HIM AS HE HAS OTHER OPPOSITIONISTS, AT LEAST 
AS LONG AS BELKACEM DOES NOT ENTER INTO OUTRIGHT 
OPPOSITION, AND BELKACEM’S EXILE FROM POWER BELIEVED 
LIKELY TO BE GOLDEN ONE. 

4. OF ORIGINAL TWENTY-SIX IDENTIFIABLE ORIGINAL MEMBERS 
OF THE COUNCIL OF THE REVOLUTION WHICH EMERGED FROM 
"REDRESSMENT" OF JUNE 1965, NINE REMAIN ACTIVE IN 
NATIONAL AFFAIRS, SEVEN REMAIN IN ALGERIA BUT ARE 
INACTIVE FOR REASONS OF HEALTH OR POLITICAL DISFAVOR, 

FIVE ARE OVERSEAS IN OPPOSITION OR DISAFFECTION, AND 
FIVE ARE DEAD. NO COUNCIL MEETINGS HAVE BEEN 
PUBLICLY NOTED IN RECENT MEMORY AND MEMBERSHIP NEVER 
APPEARED TO BE FORMALIZED IN ANY CASE. OF ORIGINAL FIVE 
MEMBERS OF SO-CALLED "OUJDA GROUP" WHICH AT CENTER OF 
1965 COUP, ONLY BOUMEDIENE HIMSELF AND MINISTER FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS BOUTEFLIKA REMAIN ACTIVE, AND BOUTEFLIKA APPEARS 
TO BE FADING, ALBEIT IN SLOW-MOTION. 

5. GRADUAL FALLING FROM GRACE OF BOUMEDIENE'S OLD 
COMRADES IN ARMS ONE INDICATION OF BOUMEDIENE EVOLUTION 
TO ONE-MAN REGIME WITH ITS ATTENDANT GLORIFICATION AND 
RISKS. BOUMEDIENE GIVING PUBLIC STRESS ON NEED TO BRING 
YOUNGER ELEMENTS INTO GOVERNMENT IN EFFORT TO SOFTEN 
IMPACT OF THIS EVOLUTION, BUT NONE OF YOUNGER TECHNOCRATS 
HAVE YET EMERGED TO HOLD GENUINE POLITICAL POWER, THUS 
LEAVING CONTROL IN HANDS DIMINISHING NUMBER OF COUNCIL 
LOYALISTS. 
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